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to manoeuvre effectively against a passive and comparatively
weak defence. In these circumstances it has been asserted
it would have been a quicker and more certain method
of gaining a decision to have assaulted the enemy in the
rear of Sannaiyat from across the river, or—masking his
defences on the right bank—to have moved straight up the
Tigris to, say, Bughaila, and there to have thrown the army
on to the enemy's communications.
As has already been pointed out, certain definite limitations
were imposed upon General Maude by the instructions he
received, and by the climatic and topographical conditions
in which he "was called upon to fight. The chief
motive of the operations was to achieve a local success
as cheaply as possible; his expenditure in manpower,,
in munitions, in mechanical transport and in shipping
had to be kept low. Even before the offensive, the
maintenance of Ms force was making serious demands
upon Imperial resources; he knew that at least one division
might be withdrawn from him for transfer to a theatre of
war in which it could be employed to greater advantage to the
progress of the war as a whole; he realised that his enemy
might be considerably reinforced. The dangers attendant
upon attempting a rapid and long advance beyond his river-
head in a country which had no land communications, in
which there was no drinking water excepting in the river,
and in which movement was apt to be made impossible for
days together by rain and by floods,~had been very vividly
demonstrated by the operations of General ISTixon and his
successors. He knew himself to be opposed by an enemy
whose defence would be resolute. The costly risks and diffi-
culties of attempting to cross a river in the face of an un-
shaken and determined opposition were sufficiently obvious.
The supreme importance of every strategical plan, being
administratively sound was self-evident. Taking these factors
into consideration, it is clear that to attempt to rush a
decision was to risk more than General Maude felt himself
justified in risking. As we have seen, his original intention
was limited to advancing to the Hai, and afterwards operat-
ing as favourably as might be possible in accordance with the
strategical and administrative security of his force. This he
did by carrying out a methodical series of limited operations,
a series of steps in which each was carefully consolidated and
made secure against mishap before the next was begun. That
lie was anxious to press a decision we know from the earnest
consideration which he gave to certain projects for throwing

